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Key Vocabulary 

 
 

Key Figures 

Neville Chamberlain British Prime 
Minister 1937-1940 

Winston Churchill British Prime Minister 
1940- 1945 and 1951-1955 

Joseph Stalin  
Led Soviet Union 1920s-1953 

Adolf Hitler  
Chancellor of Germany 1933-1945 

Franz Ferdinand   
assassinated 

Alan Turing worked at Bletchley Park and 
was involved in breaking the 

German Enigma Machine codes. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt 
President of the USA 1930-1945  

Benito Mussolini 
Italian Prime Minister 1922-1943  

  
 
 

 

Timeline of Key Events- KNOWLEDGE 
11th  November 

1918 

Germany surrender- end of World War I 

29th September 

1938 

Munich Agreement- Nazi Germany allocated of 

a portion of Czechoslovakia 

September 1939 Germany invades Poland 

3rd September 

1939 

Great Britain, France and their Allies declare 

war on Germany 

April 1940 - June 

1940 

Germany invades European countries 

10th  May 1940 Winston Churchill elected Prime Minister of 

Great Britain 

10th July - 31st 

October 1940 

The Battle of Britain is fought in the air above 

the south coast of England and the English 

channel. The London Blitz begins. 

7th - 11th 

December 1940 

Japan bomb Pearl Harbour, Hawaii and USA 

declare war on Japan. USA declares war on 

Japan, Germany and Italy. 

5th June 1944 D Day- British, Canadian and US troops land in 

Normandy, France 

8th May 1945 Britain celebrates Victory in Europe (VE Day) 

5th August 1945 First atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima, Japan 

by the USA 

2nd September 

1945 

Japan surrenders. World War 2 officially ends 

 

evacuate 

 
A verb which means people moving away from somewhere 

dangerous to a place of safety. 
propaganda A noun which means something written or drawn to persuade 

you to think a certain way. 
conflict A noun which means when two people or groups of people are 

working against each other. 
allies A noun which means people who agree with your point of view 

and support you. 
rationing A noun which means sharing resources equally and fairly so 

they do not run out. 
invasion A noun which means taking over an area which belongs to 

someone else. 
treaty A noun which means an agreement to stop conflict. 

persecution A noun which means treating other people unfairly because 

they are different. 
fatality/ies A noun which means people who have died. 

surrender A verb which means to give up and allow someone to take over. 

Prime 
Minister 

A proper noun which means the person in charge of the 

government in the United Kingdom. 
government A noun which means the people in charge of running the 

country and making decisions about life in that country. 

Statutory 
Words 

 
Aggressive  

 
Occupy 

 
Foreign 

 
Desperate 
 

 
Government 

 
Controversy 

 
Conscience 

 
Prejudice 
 

 
Exaggerate 

 
Soldier 

 
Sacrifice 

 
Parliament 

DID YOU KNOW?    World War 2 was a battle between two groups of countries - the Allied powers and the Axis Powers. The major Allied Powers were Britain, France, Russia, China and the United 

States. The major Axis Powers were Germany, Italy and Japan. 

• Together with the Nazi Party, Hitler wanted Germany to rule Europe. To gain more land and power, on 1 September 1939 German troops invaded Poland. After Hitler refused to  stop  the  invasion,  

Britain  and France declared war on Germany- World War II had begun. 

• The bombing of London, known as The Blitz, lasted for 57 consecutive nights. Hitler wanted to quash the British spirit so they would surrender. 

• The Battle of Britain was the first military campaign fought solely in the air. 

• Both the allies and the axis powers used propaganda posters to boost the morale of people at home and those fighting. It was also used to decrease the morale of the enemy. 

The US didn't join the war until 1941, when Japan attacked the United States  

Anderson shelter 

Morrison shelter 

gas mask 

http://primaryfacts.com/5484/enigma-machine-facts-and-information/


 


