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English at Holy Trinity 

• Whole Class Reading 
• Comprehension 
• Reading for enjoyment 
• Accelerated reader 
• Vocabulary 
• Grammar and punctuation 
• Phonics 
• Speaking and listening 
• Spelling 
• Writing 



Reading at Holy Trinity 
At Holy Trinity children have whole class reading and explicit 
comprehension lessons.

Whole class reading allows children to immerse themselves in a book 
along side the rest of the children in their year group.  

It gives children the opportunity to discuss books while practising key 
reading skills. 

Accelerated Reader - (AR) is a reading program designed to encourage 
and monitor independent reading. It uses a computer program to help 
students choose books at an appropriate reading level, track their 
reading progress, and assess their comprehension through quizzes



Reading 

Reading Skills Evidence suggests that: 

‘Children who read for enjoyment don’t only perform better in reading tests 
than those who don’t, but also develop a broader vocabulary, increased 

general knowledge and a better understanding of other cultures’

Reading for pleasure is more likely to determine whether a child does well at 
school than their social or economic background 

HOWEVER: Reading is not a straightforward task that’s easy to master. In 
reality, it’s a complex process that draws on many different skills. Together, 

these skills lead to the ultimate goal of reading: 

reading comprehension, or understanding what’s been read



Reading 
Reading Skills: there are so many! 

• Decoding: sounding out words using their phonics knowledge 

• Fluency: being able to read with an easy pace (without sounding each word out)

• Vocabulary: understand what you’re reading, you need to understand most of the words 
in the text (95% of the words needs to be understood for cohesion)

• Sequencing (sentence construction and cohesion): knowing how ideas link up at the 
sentence and paragraph helps children to get meaning from passages and entire texts. It 
also leads to the ability to connect ideas to other ideas in an overall piece of writing. 

• Retrieving: finding key information within a text 

• Predicting: using what has already been read or clues from images to make informed 
predictions (and drawing upon previous books for indicators)

• Inferring: ‘reading between the lines’ – what is the author showing us but doesn’t 
directly say? 

• Summarising: understanding the main ideas within the text 

• Comparing: making comparisons between texts, writing style, authors, themes etc



Understand the text

Engage with the 

text

Question / 

reflect

Recognise the 

punctuation

Empathise / 

Visualise

Develop 

vocabulary 

through the 

context

Accept not 

knowing

Make connections 

with existing 

knowledge

What do good readers do?



Reading – tips for parents  
• Reading aloud to your child, talking about the words and pictures, and 

sharing ideas about the book 

• Reading yourself – children who see adults reading, and enjoying it, are 
much more likely to want to read themselves 

• Surrounding your child with books – you don't need hundreds of books at 
home, but go to the library or bookshop regularly to borrow books, spend 
time together, browse and make choices. In this way, reading becomes a 
habit 

• Most importantly, talk to your child. Spend time with them, doing simple 
activities (like cooking and making things). As you talk about what you’re 
doing, you are helping them to learn new words. Later, when they see words 
written down, they’ve already heard them and know what they mean



Support at home - Reading

Read as much and as widely as possible 

Online reading platforms 

Use ‘real’ books when you can 

Other forms of reading e.g. newspapers, magazines, blogs, comics 
Model and promote reading for pleasure and enjoyment 

Read higher level books out loud to them 

Discuss new vocabulary and explicitly talk about it’s meaning 

Ask children to apply the newly learnt word in new contexts



Reading – Tips for choosing books 
As a rule of thumb, you would expect a child to read a book with about 
95% accuracy if they want to read it to themselves. 

Less than that, and it’s likely that they’re missing out, or misreading too 
many words for them to make sense of the story. 

Introduce the ‘Rule of five’ to older children. Encourage them to read 
the first page or two of a new book. They must put up one finger for 
every word they cannot read. If they get to five fingers, then the book 
is too hard for them and they should choose another one. 

Don’t encourage them just to guess at words they can’t read.



Reading strategies at home

• Take turns to make predictions before reading:

I wonder if… what do you think? You think… Oh I thought…

• Recap to check ideas and understanding as your child is reading

• Use encouragement and praise to keep your child engaged.

• Share prior knowledge and past experienced that link to what you are 
reading 





Reading – Branching out 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/branching-out/branching-
out-tom-gates/

https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/branching-out/branching-out-tom-gates/


Reading – Tips for reluctant readers 

Choose books that they are interested in (fiction/ non fiction)

Make it part of their routine 

Read for short periods of time

I read – you read 



Writing at Holy Trinity 
Children are taught writing through a ‘Learning Journey’ 



Writing – The Learning Journey

• Read and comprehend a text – work out what an author is doing, how 
and why 

• Links to grammar knowledge – how can I apply my knowledge and 
skills in my writing (plan)

• Build up ideas (draft) , vocabulary and sentence structures over the 
week by rehearsing and reviewing sections of the writing 

• Proof read and edit my writing (this is also done through marking)

• Final draft. 



Writing – How can you help at home?

• If you cannot say it, you cannot writing it – so lots of talking about things, ideas, 
stories, movies, and word games helps 

• Reading and enjoyment of stories build ideas, vocabulary and confidence – and 
parents reading to children helps what ever their age 

• Find real and motivating reasons to write – shopping lists, invitations, letters, 
emails, diary or journal 

• Combine it with something they really love – shopping list for cooking, letter to 
grandparent, list of animals they want to see and not miss at the Zoo, draw and 
then label it 

• Keep it low stakes – give a starter, set a short target – time or quantity, do a bit 
today and some more tomorrow – and give lots of positive feedback 

• Don’t worry about correcting every mistake – if you are going to proof read and 
edit writing, pick one thing and focus on that or ask your child to say what they 
want to improve.



Writing – How can you help at home?



Writing – Ideas for parents 



Writing – Ideas for parents 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/no-preparation-creative-writing-
activities-t-e-1647961786



Spellings 

• Children will be expected to spell certain words in line with the 
curriculum, in order to achieve age related expectations for their year 
group. 

• In KS1, spelling homework centres on high frequency words or ‘tricky 
words’ (words that come up frequently in texts and cannot be 
sounded out with phonics) and words utilizing the phonics sounds 
they have learnt that week. 

• In KS2, the spellings utilise a ‘rule’ which is applicable to that year 
group e.g. ‘tion’ in addition or elation or ‘re’ in reuse, recycle. 



Spelling- Why is it so difficult?  

26 letters of the alphabet 

44 sounds or ‘phonemes’ 

19 – vowel sounds 

25 – consonant sounds • 

Sounds can be represented by more than one letter, e.g. sh-o-p 

One sound can be represented in a variety of different ways, e.g. shop, 
chef, sugar, tissue 

One spelling can represent a variety of sounds e.g. moon, book.



Spelling – The Research… 
A multi-sensory approach

O’Sullivan and Thomas - found that effective teaching of spelling involved helping 
children develop a variety of spelling strategies, helping children discuss and 
investigate the semantic and syntactic features of words and sharing information with 
parents. 

Dyslexia International - promotes a multi-sensory approach to spelling which uses 
techniques which link what pupils see in front of them (the visual modality) with what 
they hear (the auditory modality), what they feel around their throat and what they 
feel in their hand when they write each letter and word (the manual-kinaesthetic
modality) in order to improve memory and awareness. 

The Orton-Gillingham approach emphasises the importance of an approach to 
spelling that is personalised, systematic, multi-sensory, meta-cognitive (about how we 
learn) includes direct instruction (teaching spelling rules and patterns), applied 
linguistics (grammar, syntax and semantics) and linguistic (writing) competence. 



Spelling – How can this research help?
Try to encourage meta-cognitive thinking: 

• Understanding how I learn – the best learning strategies for me;

• Understanding the most appropriate learning strategies for these particular words.

Visual learners in spelling excel at remembering word shapes and letter sequences

Auditory learners, who learn best by listening and hearing. M-I-S-S-I-S-S-I-P-P-I Feb-r-uary

They can improve their spelling by utilizing strategies 

that emphasize sound and rhythm

Kinaesthetic

A kinesthetic learner is someone who learns best through 

hands-on experience, movement, and physical activity.



Spelling – Visual Strategies 





Spelling – Auditory strategies 



Spelling – Kinaesthetic Strategies 

3. Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check 



Spelling – How can you help at home?

Discuss the words with them. 

• Help children identify what part of the word they can spell (we can 
almost always spell some letters) and celebrate success! 

• Help children identify what part(s) they find tricky. Discuss why they 
find these particular letters harder – is it that they often write them in 
the wrong order, or that they miss out a letter, or add in extra letters. 

• Come up with strategies together to help remember these specific, 
tricky letters, e.g. highlight them, draw a picture around them, write 
those letters bigger, shout those letters as they say the word aloud.



Spelling – How can you help at home?
Encourage and focus on creating links between words. 

Can you spot any words that have the same spelling pattern? 

Or the same sound and a different spelling pattern? 

Can you spot the word in any reading this week?

Use visuals to help…



Remember…
• Work on the meta-cognitive. How does your child learn? Are they using the 

best spelling strategies for them? Are they using the most appropriate 
spelling strategies to learn this word. 

• Discuss the spellings with your child. What part of the word can you spell? 
What part do you find tricky and why? What strategies can we use to 
remember these letters? 

• Focus on growth mindset – praise the effort, discuss the mistakes, use the 
‘power of yet’ 

• Little and often. Repetition is important to commit words to long term 
memory.



Useful websites 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f

https://www.booksfortopics.com/

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-
grammar

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f
https://www.booksfortopics.com/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar

